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THE HARRISON ADMINISTRATION. 

BX 8EKAT0R DAWES, OF MASSACHUSETTS ; 8EKAT0B DOLPH, OF 
OBEGON ; AND SENATOR COLQUITT, OF GEORGIA. 



SENATOR DAWES: 

The admiuistration of President Harrison must be judged by 
its character, its capacity, its work, and its purpose. By these 
tests let it stand or fall. The character of an administration is 
its personnel and its methods, its instruments and its instrumen- 
talities. It is not enough that the head of an administration be 
clean and his purposes above reproach. Those through whom he 
acts must be clean also. An administration cannot long remain 
healthy if the atmosphere it breathes is impure. There have 
been lamentable failures of men in high places who in charac- 
ter were stainless, and whose aims were upright, but who lacked 
the ability to discern between good and evil in the agents neces- 
sary to the discharge of their official functions. How is it with 
the present administration ? Succeeding a Democratic one, which 
had all the agencies of the government filled with those devoted 
to the propagation and maintenance of the doctrines and policies 
he had been summoned to reverse, it was incumbent on President 
Harrison, at the outset, so to change the personnel of the 
government that the agencies for carrying it on should be in 
accord with the principles and purposes he had been chosen to 
maintain and pursue. In what manner has he met these condi- 
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tions ? He called into his Cabinet, as his advisers, men who com- 
manded at once the fullest confidence of the country ; some of 
them already so tried in the public service that they had been desig- 
nated by common consent for the places they filled. Some of them 
were new men in public life, but brilliant service has in each case 
proved the sagacity and wisdom of the selection. Subordinate 
offices have been filled with able and clean men ; commendation 
of this administration does not demand or claim that there has 
been no exception. In the vast machinery of this government 
in operation at a thousand points, many of them thousands of 
miles beyond the eye of the Executive, it never has heen and never 
can be the case that men who operate it will in every instance 
prove themselves fit and faithful. But one who has witnessed 
the successes and mistakes of administration in this particular 
during nine of these quadrennial periods, challenges, without fear 
for the present administration, a comparison with any or all of the 
others. 

It has fallen to the lot of President Harrison during the years 
already elapsed to appoint more judges in the higher courts than 
any other President has done in a like period since the organiza- 
tion of our judiciary system. There can be no doubt that the 
general public judgment, with singular unanimity, is that the 
judiciary is to-day stronger in its own character and ability and 
in the public confidence by reason of these appointments. 

It is an open and a frank administration. There is no deceit in 
its make-up or its practices. If there have been disappointments, 
they have grown out of differences of opinion and not from con- 
cealments. It has avowed its opinions and policies in open day, 
and with a clearness of statement that admits of no doubt. And 
it has that courage of its convictions that does not hesitate to 
announce before, and not after, election, its attitude towards any 
question, however disturbing, that may agitate the public mind. 

What this administration has done in these three years of its 
existence tests its capacity. And here its record will carry it tri- 
umphantly through any ordeal to which it can be subjected by a 
scrutinizing public. The foreign intercourse of the nation has 
during that period encountered an unusual number of delicate 
and difficult questions, all of which have been treated with signal 
ability and wisdom. And there remains, as far as is known, no un- 
settled question that can disturb our peaceful relations with any of 
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the nations of the earth. Our diplomacy was never in abler 
hands. Its achievements, from the Samoan complication be- 
queathed by its predecessor, to the Behring Sea arbitration, its 
greatest triumph, with which this its third year closes, form an 
unbroken series of signal successes. Treaties with Germany, with 
France, and with Spain, the Italian imbroglio at New Orleans, 
the Chilian complication, and a series of commercial treaties to 
be considered in another connection, have lodged in the State 
Department imperishable proof of diplomatic ability unequalled 
in recent history. The nation is stronger in its foreign relations, 
and its rights on the high seas and in foreign jurisdictions are 
more strictly enforced and more cordially respected, than when the 
portfolio of State came under its present control. 

If the Treasury, from the nature of the duties devolving upon 
it, furnishes a less brilliant record than the State Department, it 
has yet been no less safe in the management of our finances. No 
wild experiments with our monetary system have shaken public 
confidence or disturbed values. Business throughout the country 
has reposed on the faith it has placed in the methods and move- 
ments of those who have had in their keeping the keys of the 
Treasury vaults. No concealments of purpose, nor sudden and 
fickle manipulations of the public funds, have bred distrust or made 
capital timid. No scandal has touched the name of its officials, 
but with clean hands it has closed its books each year, and pointed 
to its balances as proof of its health and vigor. Its Secretaries 
have treated with those engaged in the great business enterprises 
of the country not as enemies, but as promoters, helpers, stimu- 
lators of lawful business. They have never tampered with 
the currency, nor sought by any legerdemain to make seventy cents 
count a hundred and gain the difference ; but they have met all 
honest demands with honest dollars. 

The other Departments have been in equally able hands. The 
Navy Department has sprung into a new life ; and with the vigor 
of a strong man has taken hold of itself, and has shaken the ac- 
cumulated dust of years out of its seams. Eehabilitation has al- 
ready so far advanced that confidence and national pride have 
joined hands with necessity in pushing forward the work, and a 
new navy worthy of our national power and prowess is now well 
nigh assured. Failure can only come from loss of national control 
by the Eepublican party. Each of the other Departments has cor- 
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rected abuses where they existed, has improved methods, and trans- 
acted the public business with a fidelity and dispatch unusual and 
commendable. Desertions from the army, hitherto deplorably 
frequent, have almost entirely ceased, and the tone and pride of 
the whole body of the soldiery has been elevated. The ever in- 
creasing and multiplied duties of the Post-office Department have 
been discharged in a business-like manner, never so satisfactorily 
to the public as now. Its revenues were never so great, nor have 
its expenditures, large as they are, ever yielded such gratifying 
results. So it has been with the Interior Department, with a 
wider range of duties than any other, increasing and becoming 
more complicated and perplexing daily. It has met them all with 
an ability equal to all its difficulties. In the Land Office chaos 
has given place to order, and the settler on the public domain, no 
longer regarded as a public enemy, is building his home in peace. 
In the management of the Indian Bureau the rights of the 
Indian have come to be as secure as those of the white man, and 
from the unoccupied lands of the reservations more than twenty 
millions of acres have been opened for settlement and divided into 
homesteads for the pioneer. The new Agricultural Department 
has taken such hold of the country under the present management, 
that nothing but political revolution can unloose its grasp. Each 
one of these Secretaries can open his portfolio to public scrutiny 
without fear, and can safely challenge criticism upon what 
has been accomplished as well as upon the methods of accomplish- 
ment. 

There have been six new States, with a territory in all larger 
than that of the original thirteen, added to the Union since the 
election of Harrison. Pour of them had been knocking at the 
door for years and were resisted under the last administration as 
long as it had life to resist. But for that election all of them 
would have been territories still. 

The Pan-American Congress has vindicated its right to be, 
in the closer commercial relations it has established with Mexico 
and the South American republics. Knowledge of the character 
and needs of their markets has stimulated our producers to supply 
their demands. Our commerce with them is in consequence daily 
increasing, and that increase gives larger employment to home 
capital and labor. The Bureau of American Eepublics has be- 
come an intelligence office of incalculable value in every trade 
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and manufacturing centre and at every depot of agricultural 
products in the land. 

The " McKinley Tariff " is a measure of this administration 
enacted in fulfilment of its pledge so to revise the tarifE that 
while the aggregate revenue should be diminished, protection to 
American labor and capital should not be impaired. While not 
perfect (no law ever yet was), and while it may in some respects 
require modification, as every tarifE law before it has done, it still 
has accomplished both these ends. It has so enlarged the free 
list that for the first time in the history of the country the value 
of goods imported free of duty exceeds that of dutiable goods. It 
has, at the same time, so readjusted the duties on the dutiable 
goods, after this greatest addition in value to the free list ever 
made, that the duties paid on the goods still dutiable do not now 
exceed in per cent, those paid under the old law, including duties 
then paid on those goods now added to the free list, being forty- 
seven and one-half per cent., both before and since the passage of 
the McKinley Bill ; while the percentage of the whole duty on the 
value of the entire imports has been reduced from thirty-two per 
cent, before, to twenty-one and one-half per cent, since the pas- 
sage of that law. At the same time that this reduction has been 
accomplished, protection to the home producer and the home 
market, home capital and home labor, has been made more effec- 
tive. Nothing in this law has contributed so much to the double 
purpose in view, that of reducing by enlargement of the free list 
the aggregate of duties imposed and of making protection to the 
American producer more effective, as the provision regulat- 
ing by law commercial treaties with nations producing raw 
material and other products which are necessary for our consump- 
tion but cannot be profitably produced at home. Under this pro- 
vision we obtain an exchange of equivalents of the highest value' 
to our national prosperity. For the admission, free of duty, of raw 
material and other products not producible here at profit and in 
quantities needed, we in turn are admitted into the markets of 
other nations, free of duty, with articles we make and they 
need. No other method could be devised so effective to make pro- 
duction at home cheap, and to multiply it by enlarging our market. 
This increases our export trade, already reaching the enormous 
sum of $1,100,000,000 in a single year, and, with that will in- 
crease our carrying trade, our shipping interest, and our commerce. 
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The space allotted to this article will not permit of further de- 
tail, however inviting. Much must necessarily be omitted that 
would well justify discussion in a review of the three years of the 
work of an administration conspicuous for the many important 
questions with which it has had to deal, in both our foreign and 
our domestic relations. But what has already been said is enough 
for a just judgment. Nothing has been here withheld, from an 
honest criticism of which its supporters have occasion to shrink. 
Of this conduct of public affairs the President has been not only 
the official head but the guiding spirit. Able as have been his 
advisers, and visible as their hand has been in this work, yet it 
has been at all times under the direction and control of the Pres- 
ident himself, and in furtherance of his own aims and purposes. 
In it he has firmly and justly maintained the honor and rights 
of his country before all nations, as well as the rights of his country- 
men at all times and in all places. With frankness and without 
hesitancy he has on all proper occasions declared the principles 
upon which the government is administered, with a clearness and 
force of diction seldom equalled. He has borne himself in all 
things as becomes the Chief Magistrate of a great nation. 

Henky L. Dawes. 



SENATOR DOLPH: 

It has been apparent for some time that President Harrison 
will be renominated. Undoubtedly, the popularity of Mr. Blaine, 
were he a candidate, would render him a formidable competitor 
for the nomination ; but with Mr. Blaine out of the race, — and he 
is out, as evidenced by his recent letter, — there is no candidate 
likely to create any considerable opposition to Mr. Harrison. If 
ever a President deserved the indorsement of his party by a re- 
nomination on account of fidelity to party principles and an able 
administration, it is President Harrison ; but principles are of 
more importance than men, and success should not be jeopardized 
in order to promote the political fortunes of any man, however 
deserving. Mr. Harrison's loyalty to the principles of his party 
is such that he would not jeopardize its success for a moment to 
promote his personal ambition. Can a stronger man than Mr. 
Harrison be nominated ? Whatever opposition there is to his re- 
nomination is not based upon any objection to his administration ; 
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that has been clean, strong, and patriotic, and any candidate who 
could be nominated would have to run upon the record he has 
made. Neither is it based upon any alleged lack of ability, 
capacity, or courage. He has not acted as if he regarded the 
declarations contained in the national platform, upon which he was 
elected, as meaningless platitudes, but as if he regarded them as 
controlling statements of the principles of the party, entitled to 
receive his careful consideration and earnest support. 

Upon the great issues of the day he has held no uncertain posi- 
tion. He has, to the extent of his legitimate influence, aided the 
party in its efforts to redeem its pledges to the people, and sought 
to promote its principles. His appointments, made only after due 
inquiry and deliberation, have, in the main, been highly credit- 
able. His judicial appointments, which have been more numerous 
than those of any other President, have been especially commend- 
able, and highly satisfactory to the bar and the general public. As 
was to be expected from a man so conspicnous for patriot- 
ism and distinguished services during the War of the Eebellion, 
his administration has been liberal toward the veteran soldiers, 
who, when the life of the nation was in peril, endured the hard- 
ships and dangers of the march and the battle to preserve the 
Union. The liberal legislation of the last Congress, which re- 
deemed the party pledges to this deserving class of citizens, secured 
his willing approval ; and where, owing to legal technicalities, an 
applicant has been unable to secui-e a pension under general laws, 
and Congress has declared by special enactment that a disabled 
soldier or his widow was entitled to relief, he has not inter.posed 
his judgment or the veto power to thwart its will. 

Under the present administration the United States has had 
a vigorous, well-defined foreign policy — a policy under which the 
rights of the United States have been fearlessly and ably asserted 
whenever the occasion required it. The prompt action of the 
administration in our controversy with Germany preserved the 
autonomy of the Samoan Islands ; the considerate, but firm and 
dignified, position of the administration secured suitable acknowl- 
edgment and apology from the Chilian government for the 
assault in Valparaiso upon American sailors. By the recent 
treaty with Great Britain a peaceful solution of the Behring Sea 
controversy, which at one time threatened to involve us in war, 
has been happily provided for, and the cause of international 
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arbitration promoted. It should be stated that President Harri- 
son is entitled to full credit for these triumphs of diplomacy ; and, 
while the President and the Secretary of State have been in full 
accord, the dispatch (owing to the illness of Mr. Blaine, which 
has at times prevented his close application to business) convey- 
ing our ultimatum to the Chilian government, and the dis- 
patch to Lord Salisbury so admirably and forcibly stating our 
Just claims to some arrangement for the protection of seal life 
until the convention had decided our claims in the Behring Sea 
controversy, were both wntten by the President. 

Both of these State papers are models of terse English and vig- 
orous reasoning, are clear and concise statements of international 
law, and are highly creditable, not only to the administration, but 
to the nation. The predictions that President Harrison's admin- 
istration would lack personality, and that he would be overshadowed 
by members of his Cabinet, have proved false. His administration 
has been intensely personal. The President may have failed to 
satisfy radical reformers by the progress made in civil service re- 
form, but it is a fact that the Civil Service Commission has been 
active, aggressive, and impartial in enforcing the civil service laws 
and regulations ; that the President has been in full sympathy with 
the Commission, and has done much — by the extension of civil 
service rules to the appointment of some seven hundred employees 
in the Indian Service, and to the employees in the Pish Commis- 
sion ; by the elimination of politics from the administration of the 
navy yards ; and by providing for the promotion of clerks and 
other employees in the Departments for merit — to advance civil 
service reform and check the spoils-system. By his influence and 
active cooperation, the pledge of the party to revise the tariff 
and maintain the protective system was redeemed by Congress in 
the enactment of the McKinley tariff law. The influence of the 
administration has been unmistakably in favor of a stable currency 
— a currency every dollar of which is as good as a gold dollar, and 
the President's well-known opinions and public utterances on ques- 
tions of finance have done much to preserve public confidence and 
promote business prosperity. The objection made in some sec- 
tions to Mr. Harrison's renomination on account of his opposition 
to the free coinage of silver in this country without an inter- 
national agreement fixing the ratio between gold and silver, and 
at the same time opening the mints of the principal commercial 
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countries of the world to free coinage of silver at the agreed ratio, 
is one that could be made to any candidate who could possibly be 
nominated. There is no probability that the Minneapolis con- 
vention will declare in favor of free coinage of silver. No candi- 
date for the Presidency could avoid declaring his position on the 
silver question. Neither is it probable that the Democratic con- 
vention will declare for free coinage of silver, and in such case 
there will be no choice between candidates on account of their 
views on this question. 

Mr. Harrison has offended some prominent Republicans by his 
appointments. With the independence possessed by him it is not 
to be wondered at that in some cases the recommendations of his 
political friends have been disregarded and he has acted in accord- 
ance with his own judgment. Probably this has been done in 
cases where a more politic course would have been better for him 
and his party and as well for the public service. In such cases 
he appears to have acted according to his convictions of right and 
without regard to the question as to how his course would affect 
his personal popularity or his political advancement. 

The charge that he is cold and unsympathetic is a charge that 
was made against Washington and other public men. That he 
is a Christian gentleman of irreproachable personal character, in 
favor of all political reforms and interested in all movements for the 
elevation of the race, cannot be denied, and no one questions his 
fidelity to his friends. When the man who, of all Eepublican 
leaders, is nearest to the popular heart had been defeated by Mr. 
Cleveland, Mr. Harrison defeated Mr. Cleveland in turn, although 
the latter had the power of the administration on his side. It is 
true that by the tariff message of President Cleveland and the 
action of the Democratic House the tariff question had been 
forced to the front and made the issue of the campaign ; but this 
shows that the verdict of the people in a Presidential election is 
for principles and not for men. No man will be elected Presi- 
dent on account of his gracious manner, but whoever is elected 
will be chosen because he represents certain great principles, 
and is believed to possess the ability, courage, and honesty that 
will insure his fidelity to them. Mr. Harrison is an earnest, 
honest man, who aims to walk with firm step the path of duty, 
and who regards politics not as a means of personal aggrandize- 
ment, but as a means of securing the greatest prosperity for the 
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country and the greatest happiness for the people. No one ean 
question his ability. His messages and public writings are not 
excelled for clear and forcible presentation of public questions, 
for fearless advocacy of the doctrines of his party, and for lofty 
patriotism. His speeches during the campaign, and since his 
election, show a critical knowledge of public questions, a wide 
range of information, great versatility and power of expression, 
and have never been equalled by similar addresses by any man upon 
like occasions. Upon the whole, the present administration has 
been as able, conscientious, and beneficial to the country as any 
which has preceded it. 

J. N. DOLPH. 



SENATOR COLQUITT : 

In these comments upon President Harrison and his admin- 
istration, it is proper to say that they are in no respect dictated 
by any feeling of party prejudice or personal animosity. I readily 
admit his ability, his integrity, and his many worthy traits of 
character. But I may, within the limits of the strictest decorum, 
scrutinize the conduct, the character, and the tendencies of his 
administration and the policies of the party he represents. 

When he became President he found his party in undis- 
puted possession of the government for the first time in fourteen 
years. The Eepublicans had controlled the Presidency, the 
Senate, and the House, but not the three at any one time, from 
March 4, 1875, to March 4, 1889. For the four years last pre- 
ceding there had been a Democratic President and a Democratic 
House of Kepresentatives, so that the Republicans were merely 
a party of opposition and protest, easily made effectual by their 
majority in the Senate. 

The campaign of 1888 was fought by the Republicans, for the 
first time since 1860, upon another's record rather than their own, 
and upon their promise, in the event of success, to legislate for 
what should be the best interest of the country. 

Given by that election unlimited power, the new administra- 
tion assumed from the start the complete responsibility which 
belonged to it, suggested such policies as seemed desirable and 
expedient, and proceeded to carry them out, as far as possible, by 
legislative enactments. What a grand opportunity ! There was 
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distress, there was calamity, there were clamors everywhere. The 
people, searching for the source of their calamities and a remedy 
for them, naturally turned their eyes to the incoming administra- 
tion. They found in that administration neither sympathy nor 
relief. 

President Harrison had been in office twenty months and the 
new Congress had finished a session of ten months when the first 
general election occurred. The Eepublican party experienced the 
worst defeat in its history ; it lost half its membership in the 
House of Representatives, and retained control of the Senate only 
by the admission of six new States, let in, some of them, with 
less than the necessary population, in order that the political 
complexion of that body should not be changed. The adminis- 
tration party profess to believe that later elections have materi- 
ally altered the situation and their prospects. This is disputed, 
and nothing but the election in November will settle the matter. 

If I were asked to give my opinion of the causes of this de- 
cidedly adverse, and, in my judgment, entirely justifiable popu- 
Lar verdict, I should say that they are all comprehended in the 
administrative policy of governing the country for the particular 
benefit of certain classes and interests, and using, directly and 
indirectly, all legislative and executive powers to that end ; these 
classes and interests forming a narrow oligarchy in opposition to 
the needs of the multitude. 

One of the most signal and unquestionable characteristics of 
the present day is the struggle of labor against capital, of the weak 
against the strong, of the undisciplined many against the org- 
anized few — a struggle of those who would enjoy the fruits of 
their own labor with those who would enjoy the fruits of the 
labor of others ; between money and the masses, between those who 
create wealth and those made wealthy by partial legislation, by 
the mystery of banking and the regulation of coinage. 

In this struggle Republican policy and administration have 
yielded to the demands of the strong and encroached upon the 
rights of the feeble. By special opportunities afforded bylaw, by 
unfair taxation, by bounties for the few, by burdens for the many, 
by legalized iniquities, they pursue the cruel task of squeezing 
money from the pockets of an impoverished people, from the toil, 
the sweat and the drudgery of the hardworking poor. The gov- 
ernment is no longer regarded as intended to protect the rights of 
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all, but by class legislation to elevate the few. The boast that 
there has been an aggregate increase of wealth is not a worthy 
boast, unless there has been a proportionate increase of the means 
of happiness. It is not a worthy boast when that wealth is attained 
at a sacrifice of the real interests of the people. There are signs of 
increased luxury among the rich. The increase of wealth has added 
to the gi-atification of the few, but this has been followed by a fall- 
ing off of the means of the many. The aim of all Just and economi- 
cal policy should be not merely to stimulate the greatest production 
of wealth, but to distribute a,mong the greatest number — not an 
equal but an equitable distribution. The reverse of this has been 
the policy of the Republican party in its unjust discriminations. 
The result of this policy ha-s been to torture industry, to turn it 
from its natural channel, to beget antagonism of class against 
class, each trying to gain advantage by legislative favor. Hence 
private wealth and public want abound, and we have the anomaly 
of increased wealth and no diminution of poverty. 

The Democratic party in its platform of 1856 declared in favor 
of "progressive free trade throughout the world," and the Re- 
publican party, though nominating its first Presidential candidate 
that year, and seeking popular and available issues, declined to* 
accept the Democratic challenge. With the exception of a casual 
reference in 1860 no mention was made of the tariff in a Re- 
publican national convention until 1872, and then the only doc- 
trine advanced was a tariff for revenue with incidental protection. 
Adherence to this policy was announced in succeeding years, but 
it was not until 1888 that the party openly avowed itself in favor 
of a tariff for protection only — a tariff which not only would not 
raise revenue, but would reduce it, or cut it off altogether, as im- 
ports were checked or entirely prevented. This illustrates the 
active and constant advance of the money power. 

The McKinley Bill was a complete exponent of this new, un- 
fair, and un-American policy. It sought to reduce revenue by 
raising duties, and permitted the home manufacturer to fix the 
amount of his profits by allowing him to determine the rate of 
duty to be paid on the foreign product, or to destroy competition, 
if it so pleased him, by duties that forbade it. To sustain the 
false pretence that this was a farmers' tariff the duty was raised on 
corn, oats, oatmeal, wheat, wheat flour, cheese, butter, and hay, 
though we export more than we import of each of these articles. 
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and the price of wheat, whether sold here or abroad, is fixed by 
the price in London. 

The reciprocity features of the bill simply intensify the 
favoritism displayed by its promoters and advocates. They are 
designed to create a market for our manufactured goods, which 
are to displace so much of our agricultural products. At least 
seventy-five per cent, of our exports go to Europe while not five 
per cent, go to South America. Over fifty per cent, find a 
market in Great Britain, chiefly products of agriculture. Our coffee 
from Brazil is mostly paid for in wheat and cotton sold in London. 
Keoiprocity of this kind is intended to encourage trade with South 
America and discourage trade with Europe ; to assist our manu- 
facturers in disposing of their wares to the south of us and to 
lessen the opportunities of our farmers to sell their products to 
the east of us. Our farmers want the best market for their wheat 
and cotton, with the privilege of cheap manufactured goods — it 
is denied them. Manufacturers desire the best market for their 
goods and cheap agricultural products in return — it is accorded 
to them. 

Our manufacturers contend for cheap freights, subsidized 
fleets, and free trade with South America. They have their way ; 
reciprocity is for them. Our farmers would like the same privi- 
leges in Great Britain and all Europe that manufacturers seek in 
Brazil and other South American countries, but they can't get it. 

Free trade for our manufacturers in South America is reci- 
procity, and all right ; reciprocity for our farmers in Europe 
would be free trade, and, of course, is all wrong. 

The same spirit of favoritism and close adherence to special 
interests has all along characterized the financial policy of the 
administration. The entire weight of its powerful influence has 
been thrown on the side of the advocates of the single gold stand- 
ard, who, successful in demonetizing silver in 1873, have ever 
since been earnestly aggressive in their endeavors to make money, 
which they control, dear, and everything that money buys, 
cheap. In spite of the law of 1878 which declares standard silver 
dollars a legal tender for all debts, public and private, the ad- 
ministration has continued to treat the more than 400,000,000 of 
these dollars since coined as mere token money, redeemable like 
paper money in gold, and it refused, vfith. plenty of them in the 
treasury, to discharge a part of our bonded debt, preferring to 
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continue it rather than pay it in silver. And this, too, in the 
face of a resolution of Congress adopted fourteen years ago by a 
two-thirds majority in each House that payment of the public 
debt in silver was in violation of no contract and in derogation of 
no creditor's right. 

The " Force Bill " — happily never enacted into law — was 
directly in line with this policy of a popular government by a 
part of the people for their own benefit. The Southern States 
are opposed to special privileges arising from either a protective 
tariff or the single gold standard. Without Federal interference 
they will continue to send representatives in favor of constitu- 
tional money and constitutional revenue laws. Their determined 
opposition to a Republican tariff and financial legislation is reason 
enough, in the opinion of these specialists, why their elections 
should be controlled from the Federal capital and by the Eepub- 
lican party. 

The limitations of this article will not admit further discussion. 
The errors of this administration and its policy may be summed 
up as follows : First, restrictions on commerce ; second, burdens 
on agriculture ; third, bounties to manufacturers ; fourth, ex- 
cessive taxation ; fifth, profligate expenditure of the people's 
money ; sixth, contraction of the currency ; seventh. Federal 
interference with State elections. 

These are enough to defeat the claim of the present adminis- 
tration and the Republican party to a continuance in power. 

A. H. Colquitt. 



